CANADIAN PLACE NAMES of INDIGENOUS ORIGIN
Did you know that the name of our country, 
and 6 out of our 13 provinces and territories  
all come from the languages of Indigenous people?
You won’t find these names anywhere else in the world, because they come from the languages of the Indigenous people who were living in each place when the Europeans arrived.  
Most Indigenous names are wonderfully descriptive, and identify an important feature 
of the place.  For example, “ATIKOKAN” comes from the Ojibwe word for “caribou bones”, GASPÉ is Mi’qmaq for “the place where the land ends”, and the CHILANKO RIVER comes 
from the Chilkcotin language, meaning “many beaver river”.
Do a bit of research and discover the Indigenous origins of the following place names, and the language it comes from. The first one is done for you:
1 Canada:   from “kanata”,  meaning village or settlement in Huron-Iroquois
       .  

2 Saskatchewan:                                                                                                                  
       .
3 Manitoba:                                                                                                                              
       .
4 Ontario:                                                                                                                                
       .
5 Quebec:                                                                                                                                    
       .
6 Nunavut:                                                                                                                                    
       .
7 Yukon:                                                                                                                                    
       .

Origin of the names of Canada and its provinces and territories

From Natural Resources Canada:

https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/earth-sciences/geography/place-names/origins-geographical-names/9224
Canada

The name “Canada” likely comes from the Huron-Iroquois word “kanata,” meaning “village” or “settlement.” In 1535, two Aboriginal youths told French explorer Jacques Cartier about the route to kanata; they were actually referring to the village of Stadacona, the site of the present-day City of Québec. For lack of another name, Cartier used the word “Canada” to describe not only the village, but the entire area controlled by its chief, Donnacona.

The name was soon applied to a much larger area; maps in 1547 designated everything north of the St. Lawrence River as Canada. Cartier also called the St. Lawrence River the “rivière du Canada,” a name used until the early 1600s. By 1616, although the entire region was known as New France, the area along the great river of Canada and the Gulf of St. Lawrence was still called Canada.

Soon explorers and fur traders opened up territory to the west and to the south, and the area known as Canada grew. In the early 1700s, the name referred to all French lands in what is now the American Midwest and as far south as present-day Louisiana.

The first use of Canada as an official name came in 1791, when the Province of Quebec was divided into the colonies of Upper Canada and Lower Canada. In 1841, the two colonies were united under one name, the Province of Canada.

(Source: Government of Canada)

Quebec

The name “Quebec” comes from the Algonquin word “ké-bec” meaning “narrow passage” or “strait”. It was first used to describe the narrowing of the St. Lawrence River near what is now the City of Québec. Quebec has had several names throughout its history: Canada, New France, Lower Canada and Canada East.  

(Source: Government of Canada)

Find out more:
· Geographical name search results: Quebec
Ontario

Ontario acquired its name from the Iroquois word “kanadario”, which translates into “sparkling” water. The earliest recording of the name Ontario was in 1641 where it was used to describe a mass of land on the north shore of the easternmost part of the Great Lakes. The British settlers had originally called the land that covered Quebec, Ontario, and part of the United States all as Quebec. It wasn’t until the British enacted the Constitutional Act in 1791 that Ontario would be known as the land upstream from the St. Lawrence River, or Upper Canada, and Quebec considered the land downstream from the St. Lawrence River, known as Lower Canada. In 1867, Ontario and Quebec officially became separate provinces.

(Sources: Government of Canada, Government of Ontario)

Find out more:
· Geographical names search results: Ontario
Manitoba

The name is believed to have originated with Cree term "Man-into-wahpaow", meaning “the narrows of the Great Spirit”, which describes Lake Manitoba and how it narrows significantly at the centre. The province entered confederation in 1870 following the Manitoba Act. Sir John A. Macdonald announced that the province’s name, suggested by Métis leader Louis Riel, was selected for its pleasant sound and its associations with the original inhabitants of the area.

(Sources: Government of Canada, Government of Manitoba)

Find out more:
· Geographical names search results: Manitoba
Saskatchewan

The name of the province comes from the Cree name for the Saskatchewan River, “Kisiskatchewanisipi” or “swift-flowing river.” The modern spelling was adopted in 1882 when the area became a district of the North West Territories (it would later become a province in 1905).

(Source: Canadian Geographical Names Data Base)

Find out more:
· Geographical names search results: Saskatchewan
Nunavut

In the Inuit language of Inuktitut, Nunavut means “our land”. Nunavut became Canada’s third territory when it was officially separated from the Northwest Territories in 1999.

(Sources: Government of Canada, Canadian Geographical Names Data Base)

Find out more:
· Geographical names search results: Nunavut
Yukon

The territory’s name probably comes from the Gwich’in word “Yu-kun-ah” meaning “great river.” In 1846, chief trader John Bell of the Hudson’s Bay Company canoed down the Porcupine River to where it meets the Yukon River. There, he met natives who told him that the name of the big river was the “youcon”. It was named “Yukon Territory” in 1898, and became “Yukon” under the Yukon Act in 2003.

(Source: Government of Canada, Canadian Geographical Names Data Base)

Find out more:
Geographical names search results: Yukon
