The GREAT CANADIAN  MULTICULTURAL HOLIDAY TRIVIA CHALLENGE

SECTION 1  -  REALLY EASY

1.   Which of the following is NOT one of Santa’s reindeer?



A   
Dasher



B    
Dancer


C   
Donner 



D   
Dixon

2.    On December 25th every year, Christians across Canada celebrate



A
The birth of Jesus Christ


B
The beginning of a new year
 


C   
The Santa Claus Parade



D   
Hockey Night in Canada 

3.   Which of the following IS NOT another name for Santa Claus? 

A   
Kris Kringle

B   
Jolly Old Saint Nick

C    
Père Noël

D  
Snuffleupagus
4.  When you want to say Merry Christmas to someone who is FRENCH`, you say 



A   
Joyeux Noel!



B   
Kala Christouyenna!


C    
Feliz Navidad!



D   
Buon Natale!

5.   Why did all the other reindeer laugh and call Rudolf names?



A   
He had really big feet



B   
He had a shiny red nose



C    
He couldn’t do the Floss 



D   
He joined Santa’s team a hundred years after they did





(a true fact)



SECTION 2  -  REALLY EASY

2-1 What was Little Jack Horner eating in the corner? 



A   
His turkey dinner                                      



B   
A chocolate bar                                      



C   
A candy cane                                       



D   
His Christmas Pie
2-2  JEWISH CHILDREN don’t celebrate Christmas. They have a different festival 

they celebrate every December which is called 



A    
Hanukkah


B   
Diwali   


C   
Feast of Stephen


D   
Kwanzaa
2-3  Where does Santa Claus live? 



A   
Snowflake Manitoba 


B   
The shopping mall



C   
Santa’s Village in Quebec



D    The North Pole

2-4   What kind of sauce do Canadians traditionally eat with their turkey dinner? 



A   
Curry Sauce


B    
Chocolate Sauce


C    
Cranberry Sauce


D   
Swiss Chalet Sauce

2-5   At Christmas, what are people supposed to do when they’re standing 



underneath some mistletoe? 


A   
Sing Jingle Bells


B    
Do a little dance


C    
Kiss


D   
Recite “Twas the Night Before Christmas”
SECTION 3  -  REALLY EASY

3-1 Where does the Polar Express take children?
 


A   
Québec Carnival



B   
The West Edmonton Mall  


C    
Maple Leaf Gardens        



D    
The North Pole

3-2   What were Frosty the Snowman’s eyes made out of?



A   
Corn-cob pipes



B   
Coal



C    
Buttons 



D   
Black dollar-store ear buds

3-3   In the song of “The Twelve Days of Christmas Carol,” what is given

       on  the 5th day of  Christmas?


A   
Five Geese a-laying



B   
Five Swans a-swimming



C   
Five PS4’s playing 




D   
Five Golden Rings
3-4  To celebrate the 9 days leading up to Christmas called “Las Posadas,”
 
some MEXICAN  and HISPANIC CANADIAN parents still follow 

the tradition of having the children 


A
Open one gift


B   
Make fried churros   



C   
Break open a star-shaped piñata



D   
Go outside and bang pots and pans

3-5   In Canada, what is the most common item placed at the top of a 

        Christmas tree? 



A   
Star


B    
Angel



C
Hockey puck



D    
Christmas pickle

SECTION 4  -  REALLY EASY
4-1  What snack do children all across Canada typically leave out for Santa Claus on


 Christmas Eve?



A
Popcorn 




B
Pickles and Ice Cream 



C 
Cookies and Milk


D
Organic Kale

4-2   What green plant is the best-known symbol of Christmas all across Canada?



A
Mistletoe



B   
Christmas Tree


C   
Poinsettia 



D
Christmas Cactus

4-3   Where does the song say someone saw Mommy kissing Santa Claus?



A
Underneath the Christmas Tree 




B
Up on the rooftop 



C 
Underneath the mistletoe


D
At the curling rink

4-4   What is one thing that Jewish families do every evening to celebrate


 HANUKKAH and the JEWISH holidays? 



A    
They light candles



B   
Go to pray in their Synagogue



C   
Go out to dinner



D   
Play card games

4-5  What did Ebenezer Scrooge always say because he hated Christmas?



A
Balderdash!



B
Hah ptui!



C
Bah Humbug!


D
Hooey and hogwash! 

SECTION 5  -  MEDIUM CHALLENGE 
5-1   In the story “The Christmas Carol,” who was Ebenezer Scrooge’s clerk?


A    
Bob Cratchit 



B   
Bob Hatchit



C   
Bob Latchit



D   
Bob Scratchit

5-2   Millions of people across Canada who are not Christian celebrate 


Christmas as a CANADIAN CULTURAL EVENT and a time to


 
A
Go to their cottage or camp


B   
Exchange gifts and celebrate with family and friends


C
Binge watch TV


D    
Play Fortnite 
5-3   Poinsettias are red and green plants which are now sold at Christmas 


time all across Canada.  What part of the plant is red?



A   
Flowers



B   
Leaves 


C   
Stem  



D    
Petals
5-4  The Jesuit missionary Jean de Brébeuf wrote a Christmas carol for the   


people of the HURON-WENDAKE First Nation called The Huron

Carol, where 



A   
Jesus was born in a lodge of birch bark



B   
People travelled to see Jesus by snow shoe


C  
A circle of drummers celebrated his birth



D   
Hunters brought gifts of deer and wolf pelts for Jesus

5-5   To say Merry Christmas to someone who is a SPANISH or MEXICAN


 CANADIAN,  you say 



A 
Joyeux Noel!                     



B   
Kala Christouyenna!         


C    
Feliz Navidad!                  



D     Milad Majid!                    

SECTION 6  -  MEDIUM CHALLENGE
6-1   In Shrek 2, why is the Gingerbread Man afraid of Santa Claus?



A   
He’s afraid Santa is going to give him coal in his stocking


B    
Santa has eaten his girlfriend 



C 
Santa wants to pull off all of his gum-drop buttons
 


D  
He suffers from “Santaphobia”

6-2   Canadians of the HINDU religion celebrate a very special five day festival 


in the autumn which is called



A   
Hanukkah



B   
Navrati


C    
Kwanzaa



D    
Diwali

6-3  In “A Muppet Family Christmas”, who does the Swiss chef try to cook 

for Christmas dinner before they become really good friends?


A   
Kermit the Frog 


B   
Big Bird



C 
Miss Piggy



D    Rizzo the Rat

6-4  African Canadians celebrate KWANZAA for 8 days every year 

         
from December 26th to January 1st to celebrate



A   
Their African culture and history


B 
Freedom from slavery




C    
The birthday of its founder, Maulana Karenga



D   
The arrival of Africans in North America

6-5   To say Merry Christmas to someone who speaks CREE you say




A   
Miyo-manitowi-kîsikanisi! 



B 
Feliz Navidad!



C 
Vrolijk kersfeest!



D  
Merry Christmas!
SECTION 7  -  MEDIUM CHALLENGE

7-1  In “A Charlie Brown Christmas”, Charlie Brown is depressed at 


Christmas because



A  
Everyone has received Christmas cards except him



B   Everyone has gone skating without him



C   No one wants him to direct their Christmas play



D 
Everyone’s just thinking about money, presents, and decorations 

7-2   How long is the JEWISH festival of HANUKKAH? 



A  
  7 days



B 
  8 days



C
  9 days


D
10 days

7-3  How do you say Merry Christmas in OJIBWA?


A    «Feliz Navidad!»



B
 «Miyo-manitowi-kîsikanisi!»


C  
 «Minobii niibaa anami’e-giizhigad!»   *




D    «Kuvianak Inovia»
7-4  Everyone knows that Santa Claus lives at the North Pole. But in what 


country is the North Pole located?



A 
Denmark


B 
Iceland


C 
Canada


D  
no country     (no country owns the frozen Arctic Ocean)
7-5   What kind of food do many people in the CANADIAN ARCTIC eat 


for their Christmas dinner?


A  
Turkey and stuffing



B  
Roast Beast


C  
Alligator Pie  


D  
Kale Salad



SECTION 8  -  MEDIUM CHALLENGE

8-1  Many FRENCH CANADIANS still celebrate a traditional Christmas meal 

on Christmas Eve which was originally called



A   Réveillon     (literally “wake up” as they stayed up all night)


B   Repas de nuit


C  
Collation de minuit



D
Dîner raffiné 

8-2   In the Charles Dickens novel “A Christmas Carol”, what did the Ghost of 

Christmas future show Ebenezer Scrooge?


A
He needed new socks and underwear



B  
He needed to be kind and take care of other people



C
He was never going to be famous


D
He was going to be struck by lightening – twice!

8-3  MUSLIM CANADIANS don’t celebrate any large religious festivals in 


December. They celebrate their 2 major holidays in Islam are


A 
Eid Al-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha   (Islam)


B   Vesak and Nirvana Day        (Buddhism )


C   Sangraand and Baisakhi          (Sikh)


D  
Diwali and Navrati                (Hindu)
8-4  What is the correct name for the sacred candelabra which JEWISH people use to 


hold the candles they light at HANUKKAH? 


A  
Torah


B 
Candelabra


C 
Candle sticks


D  
Menorah
8-5  What happens every time you hear a bell ring in “It’s a Wonderful Life”?



A   The elves finish making another toy



B 
An angel gets its wings



C  
A guardian angel does something good


D
Mrs. Claus calls Santa to come to dinner



SECTION 9  -  EVEN MORE of a CHALLENGE!

9-1   The earliest record of Christmas being celebrated by INDIGENOUS people

in what is now Canada was by



A 
people of the Huron-Wendat First Nation near Lake Huron



B  
Inuit people of Labrador


C 
people of the Salish First Nation in British Columbia



D  
people of the Swampy Cree First Nation on the coast of Hudson Bay
9-2   What charity has people jingling bells with a big glass bell collecting 



money on street corners and outside the shops and stores at Christmas?



A   
United Way 



B   
Project Angel Tree


C    
Canadian Red Cross




D
Salvation Army

9-3  Which classic Christmas movie has been shown more than any other?



A   
White Christmas



B   
It’s a Wonderful Life


C    
Miracle on 34th Street 



D
Home Alone

9-4   What is a common food for FRENCH CANADIANS to eat on Christmas Eve?



A   
Beef Bourguignon



B  
Tourtiére


C    
French Toast



D
Poutine

9-5   What was the first country in the world to publish a Christmas stamp?



A   
Germany



B   
France


C    
Canada



D    England




10  -  EVEN MORE of a CHALLENGE!

10-1 Poinsettias are green and red flowering plants which were first brought to  


North America by Joel R. POINSET from their native home in 



A   
Cuba



B   
Jamaica   


C   
Mexico  



D    
Chile 

10-2  How does one say Merry Christmas in INUKTITUT? 

 
A   
Miyo-manitowi-kîsikanisi! 


B
Minobii niibaa anami’e-giizhigad!




C 
Kuvianak Inovia ᑯᕕᐊᓇᒃ ᐃᓄᕕᐊ 


D   
Merry Christmas!
10-3   Who was Saint Nikolas?
 


A   
 A generous and caring bishop who lived in Turkey



B     A famous pope who lived in Italy



C     A very old man who performed miracles in Germany


D    
 A priest in Greece who fed the poor 

10-4  What country brought the tradition of drinking eggnog at Christmas 


to Canada?


A   
France



B   
Germany


C    
England



D    Switzerland

10-5  Which of the following trees are NOT usually sold as Christmas trees 

in Canada?



A   
Scotch Pine



B   
Balsam Fir


C    
Maple


D    Red Pine

SECTION 11    -  TIME for a REAL CHALLENGE!
11-1   Where did the modern image of Santa Claus as a big jolly fellow with a 



red suit and a sack of toys come from?





A   
A religious artist in Turkey



B   
A famous teacher in Holland



C   
An illustrator working for Coca-Cola in the United States


D    A printer in England

11-2  What do some DUTCH children in Canada do to celebrate St. Nicholas’ 


Day on December 6th?



A   
Leave their shoes by the fireplace or front door



B   
Light 8 candles



C    
Hang stockings for presents



D   
Eat plum pudding

11-3  When do Canadians of SPANISH, MEXICAN, and LATIN-AMERICAN

background celebrate Christmas? 


A 
during the 9 days leading up to December 25th


B 
from December 25th to New Year’s Eve


C 
during the 9 days following December 25th


D 
on December 12th
11-4  Each year, Nova Scotia exports millions of these items across Canada:



A   
Jingle bells



B  
Christmas trees


C    
Christmas turkeys



D
Christmas stockings

11-5  December 26th is called BOXING DAY because on this day in England, 




A   
Servants used to receive a Christmas Box of gifts and food 






from their master to share with their family



B   
Servants were given a box lunch instead of a hot meal



C
People boxed up their leftovers and gave them to the poor


D    
Churches collected money in special boxes



SECTION 12  -  TIME for a CHALLENGE!

12-1  Which of the following is a traditional FRENCH CANADIAN dessert which 


is often served following the Christmas meal?
 



A   
Soufflé



B   
Crème brûlée



C  
Crépes Suzette



D   
Bûche de Noel        (Chocolate Yule log!)

12-2   William Shakespeare wrote a play called The Twelfth Night”. On what date


is the twelfth night of Christmas?




A    January 4th 



B    January 5th 



C   
January 6th


D    January 7th 

12-3   What do the seven candles on the KWANZAA “kinara” symbolize? 




A    the 7 holy prophets of Kwanzaa



B    the 7 days of Kwanzaa celebrations 



C   
the 7 principles of Kwanzaa



D    the Seven Kwanzaa Dwarfs 
12-4   Some Canadians are ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS, and they celebrate the birth

 of Christ on or around January 7th  because



A  
They don’t believe Jesus was born on December 25th



B  
Their religion uses a different calendar


C   
They want to enjoy 2 Christmas celebrations


D   
They want to take advantage of Boxing Day sales before Christmas

12-5   In “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”, what made the Grinch change his mind 


and give back all the presents he’d stolen?




A   
Little Cindy Lou Who caught him and told him to give them all back




B   
The police arrested him and made him return everything 



C  
His mother caught him and gave him a good scolding




D 
The Whos in Whoville were still singing happily and he realized 




that Christmas doesn’t come from a store; it means so much 




more!
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